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MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION COMMISSXON APPROVES TWO NEW REFUGES 

Establishment of two new National Wildlife Refuges totaling 36,637 acres 

and additions to three existing refuges ware approved May 18 by the NIigratory 

Bird Conservation Commission, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall, 

Commission Chairman, announced. 

The two new areas are the 6,131.acre Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, 

along the Columbia River in southwestern Washington, and the 30,506-acre 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge in central Minnesota. 

Refuges to be enlarged and their authorized additions are: Camas National 

Wildlife Refuge, Idaho, 160 acres; Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge, Colorado, 

861 acres; and the Erie National Wildlife Refuge, Pennsylvania, 274 acres. 

Secretary Udall said the Commission also approved the lease of 22 acres for 
the Washita National Wildlife Refuge in Oklahoma. 

The new Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge in Washington will provide winter- 
ing habitat for dusky Canada geese and other kinds of waterfowl. The dusky 
subspecies of Canada goose has an extremely limited wintering range, concentrated 
mainly along the Willamette River in Oregon and the Columbia River. The 
populations of these birds is low and additional protection and habitat is needed 
to insure their existence. 

Management plans for the new area call for enlarging existing ponds and 
marshes, creating approximately 1,600 acres of additional water area and farming' 
to provide waterfowl foods. The refuge is expected to host peak populations of 
125,000 ducks and 3,000 geese. If waterfowl populations justify such action, 
up to 40 percent of the refuge may be opened to waterfowl hunting, Secretary Udall 
added. 



The Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge site in Minnesota was once valuable 
to waterfowl. Agricultural drainage of the wetlands and an invasion of carp that 
destroyed valuable waterfowl food plants in the remaining lakes and streams, 
severely reduced its value to wildlife. The drainage system has deteriorated and 
much of the area has reverted to nonam$eultural use. 

After World War II, local conservation groups became interested in restoring 
wildlife to the area and approached%heMinnesota Conservation Department for 
assistance. State biologists examined the area, and referred it to the Interior 
Department's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife for consideration as a 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Development of the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge will be aimed primarily 
at restoration of drained wetlands. This is expected to provide a waterfowl 
production, feeding, and resting complex comparable to any in the Lake States. 
Approximately 10,300 surface acres of water will be created by shallow impound-, ' 
ments. The upland areas will be managed for the production of supplemental 
waterfowl foods. Up to 40 percent of the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge may 
also be opened to waterfowl hunting. 

Members of the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission are Secretary Udall, 
Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. Freeman, Secretary of Commerce John T. Conner, 
United States Senator Roman L. Hruska of Nebraska, United State8 Senator Lee 
Metcalf of Montana, United States Representative Frank L. Karsten of Missouri, and 
United State8 Representative Silvio 0. Conte of MaSSaChUSettS. 

Kx officio members of the Commission, representing the States at the May 18 
meeting, were: John A. Bigg8, Director, Wa&&@on Department of Game; J. H. 
Standefer, Assistant Director, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife COnSerVatiOn; 
Wayne H. Olson, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Conservation; Harry R. 
Woodward, Director, Colorado Game, Fish and Parks Department; and Glenn L. Bowers, 
Deputy Executive Director, Pennsylvania Game Commission. 
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